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1. Chip Terhune  

Chief of Staff to Gov. Ted Kulongoski 
  
If you want the attention of the governor, Terhune is the only in. Former lobbyist to the Oregon 
Education Association and friend to organized labor, he was the governor's first pick to head up 
his second term in office after winning re-election in 2006. Terhune is known for his calm 
demeanor, but he's also clued in on how to get things done efficiently. However, his specialty is 
defusing inter-party feuds in the legislature. 

2. Josh Kardon 

Chief of Staff to Senator Ron Wyden 
  
When it comes to Oregon political strategy, no one does it better. That might explain why U.S. 
Sen. Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign tapped Kardon to head up her Oregon team Ð even 
though he didnÕt have much to work with. He was also a part-time political director for Gov. Ted 
Kulongoski's re-election effort. Kardon's political genius is well sought after by elected officials (on 
both sides of the aisle), candidates, pollsters, reporters, staffers and an abundance of political 
genius wannabes. He is U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden's right-hand man and top negotiator for a reason. 

3. Art Towers 

SEIU Political Director 
  
Political stock in the Service Employees International Union skyrocketed this past primary 
election when Towers led his gang of union members to deliver a strong victory for attorney 
general candidate political newcomer John Kroger over House Judiciary Chairman Greg 
Macpherson. Towers wanted to make it clear to the Democratic legislature that there is no room 
to second-guess the desires of his membership. His ability to pull together nearly $500,000 from 
organized labor in Oregon to boost one candidate with little experience in the state shows some 
serious skill. 

4. Mark Nelson 

Oregon Lobbyist 
  
Working tirelessly for his long list of excessively wealthy (and somewhat devilish) clients, Nelson 
knows exactly how to get what his clients want.  Whether it's shutting down a proposed cigarette 
tax to pay for uninsured children, protecting Oregon timber rights or wheeling and dealing for the 
utility industry, this is a man who wields some serious power in the Oregon legislature. He holds 
an annual gathering at his home that is never missed by the cr• me de la cr• me of Oregon 
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elected officials and lobbyists. 
 
 

5. Kerry Tymchuk 

State Director for U.S. Sen. Gordon Smith 
  
We can all thank Tymchuk for the "bipartisanship" efforts coming from U.S. Sen. Gordon Smith's 
senate office. Smith does not make a move without checking with Tymchuk, which is likely the 
reason Smith, a Republican, still holds office in what is becoming an increasingly Democratic 
state.  A former prosecutor, congressional communications director and director of speechwriting 
for then-Labor Secretary Elizabeth Dole and then U.S. Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.), this man has 
been around the political block a few times. 
 

6. Bob Stoll 

Democratic Donor/Lawyer 
  
When Stoll calls, the governor picks up the phone. Thanks to his political savvy and a generous 
checkbook, Stoll has the ear of almost every Democratic politician in the Oregon. He co-chaired 
the Oregon effort for the Kerry/Edwards presidential campaign in 2004 and then again for John 
Edwards in the 2007 Democratic presidential primary.  He is rumored to be the head of a 
politically elite circle of wealthy Democratic donors in PortlandÕs liberal community, directing 
contributions and support to those he favors.  You can bet he's received at least one phone call 
from every Democrat running for office in the last five years. 

7. Lisa Grove 

Democratic Political Pollster 
  
As head of Grove Insight polling firm, Grove is the first consultant any politician, union or 
corporation calls from all across the country when they want some accurate data.  Getting her 
start in Oregon, Grove has thus since expanded her progressive-leaning client base nationwide 
from Gov. Ted Kulongoski to Al Gore's presidential run in 2000 and the Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee in Washington, D.C.  Having a knack for knocking off incumbents, she is 
likely to have her dance card full this election cycle. 

8. Tom Chamberlain 
President of Oregon AFL-CIO 
  
Known throughout Oregon politics as a skilled negotiator, Chamberlain has been a tireless 
advocate for the union cause his entire career. He has no problem picking teams in hotly 
contested primary campaigns (e.g., picking liberal House Speaker Jeff Merkley over personal 
family friend Steven Novick in the US Senate race).  He's less known for using political threats in 
the legislature (as some of his other union colleagues do), and more for consensus building 
among all players at the table.  
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9. Dan Lavey 

Lobbyist for The Gallatin Group 
  
A veteran political operative in Oregon politics, Lavey is the top Republican strategist in the state. 
A former top adviser to U.S. Sen. Gordon Smith, he later moved on to manage the Portland office 
for the prestigious Gallatin Public Affairs lobbying and consulting firm. Lavey remains a close 
confident of Smith's and his counsel is widely sought after by Republican elected officials and 
activists. He can also rein in the cash when it counts. 

10. BethAnne Darby 
Political Director for Oregon Education Association 
  
Replacing Chip Terhune at the Oregon Education Association when he left for the governor's 
office, Darby wasted no time getting her hands wet in the Oregon legislative political pool down in 
Salem. Don't be fooled by her polite disposition, she is a force to be reckoned with when election 
time rolls around and she starts dolling out the large stacks of cash to candidates this fall.  

11.Tim Nesbitt 
Deputy Chief of Staff to Gov. Kulongoski 
  
When Gov. Ted Kulongoski needed some help mending his labor relationships after the 2003 
PERS reform legislation, who better for him to call on than the former Oregon AFL-CIO president. 
Nesbitt was considered one of the top key advisers to Kulongoski when it came to passing labor-
friendly legislation through the 2007 session. 

12. Larry Campbell 
Republican Lobbyist 
  
Campbell, former House speaker and founder of Oregon Victory PAC, is a man who can 
generate five-figure checks quickly in order to aid Republican legislative candidates. He is largely 
considered the Oregon GOPÕs only hope in building back toward a majority. 

13. Eric Lemelson 

Environmentalist/Democratic Donor 
  
A few years ago Lemelson was better known for his winemaking skills rather than his political 
savvy. However, an avid environmental activist, he has certainly garnered political attention in 
recent elections with his large and generous checkbook. His passions for land conservation (and 
a hefty inheritance from his well-known inventor father) have driven him to create his own political 
action committee known as Oregon Climate PAC, which donated nearly $70,000 in the recent 
May primary election. 
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14. Mark Wiener 

Democratic Political Consultant 
  
Known as one of the fiercest political consultants in the state, Wiener is known for his ability to 
find his opposition's weakness and exploit it all over a voter's television screen and mailbox. 
Definitely one youÕd want in a tough dogfight. 
 
 

15. Chuck Adams 
Political Strategist 
  
Although his political stock has plummeted somewhat in recent years, Adams is still very much 
involved in Republican strategic decisions in Oregon. Remembered better for his days helping the 
GOP garner control of both chambers of the legislature, he still consults for the few Republicans 
putting their names out there. 

16. Jordan Schnitzer 
President, Harsch Investment Corp./Donor 
  
Schnitzer loves to play the Oregon political game. He has close relationships to both U.S. Sens. 
Gordon Smith and Ron Wyden and plays large roles in fundraising for their re-election efforts. 
Although, he likes to taunt other candidates by waiting until victory is a foregone conclusion 
before cutting a check. Incumbents have a better shot at his wallet. 

17. Ryan Deckert 

President, Oregon Business Association 
  
A powerful player in the Oregon state Senate, the former legislator is now the one being courted 
by candidates from all ends of the political spectrum. 

18. Liz Kaufman 

Political Strategist 
  
After a resounding victory for Measure 49 last fall, Kaufman is now considered the best ballot 
measure strategist in the state. 
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19. Phil Knight 
Founder of Nike, Inc. 
  
Knight has a direct line to the governor's office and isn't afraid to use it. He prefers to remain 
behind the scenes and takes a lower profile when it comes to political contributions and 
endorsements, but he gets what he needs from the legislature. 

20. Len Bergstein 

Lobbyist/Political Strategist 
  
Bergstein regularly provides political commentary on KGW when election night rolls around. His 
impressive client list keeps him busy both on and off the election season. 

21. Connie Seeley 

Chief of Staff to Senate President Peter Courtney 
  
If you want anything from Senate President Peter Courtney, you must go through Seeley first. Her 
decisions can make or break any legislation that comes through the Senate chamber. 

22. Kristen Leonard & Kevin Neely 

Lobbyists & Consultants 
  
She represents the powerful trial lawyers, and he represents the district attorneys.  Together they 
corner the market on state fundraising disclosures for Democrats with their company C&E 
Systems. 

23. Tim Phillips 

Republican Strategist 
  
The former congressional candidate and moderate Republican is doing all he can to save the 
Oregon GOP from itself. He joined up with Dan Lavey to create the Oregon Leadership 
Roundtable, a group aimed at trying to tame the alleged Democratic blue wave. 

24. Jon Isaacs 

Campaign Manager, Merkley for Senate 
  
He successfully brought the House Democrats to a majority in 2006 and now is on the verge of 
ousting an incumbent U.S. senator. Isaacs has considerable influence among Democratic party 
faithful, including senior party officials. When he speaks, they listen. 
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25. Michael Simon 

Election Lawyer/Donor 
  
One of the few attorneys in Oregon who specializes in election law, he is the go-to guy for 
Democrats when something goes wrong at the ballot box.  He can also raise serious campaign 
cash for candidates who fall in his favor. 

26. Loren Parks 

Conservative Donor 
  
Although he's not an Oregonian, Parks loves to play with OregonÕs initiative system.  Providing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to conservative activists Kevin Mannix and Bill Sizemore, we 
often wonder how his sex therapy business is going. 

27. Meredith Wood Smith 

Chair, Democratic Party of Oregon 
  
Although she was not the establishment pick to head up party efforts, she has quickly 
maneuvered herself into a position of power. Running a tight ship, she certainly has brought the 
organization out of its slump when run under her predecessor. 

28. Junki Yoshida 

Donor 
  
Yoshida is a regular political donor to both parties and can certainly sauce up any candidates 
finance committee. 

29. Steve Novick 

Democratic Consultant 
  
This active Democrat certainly knows how to call it like he sees it. After coming much closer in the 
Democratic U.S. Senate primary against establishment candidate Jeff Merkley, Novick is 
definitely one to watch. 

30. Bill Sizemore 

Conservative Activist 
  
Love him or hate him, the man just can't stay away from the headlines.  After being convicted of 
fraud and racketeering, he still manages to get measures on the ballot. 
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31. Dave Barrows 

Lobbyist 
  
Lobbying the Oregon legislature longer than anyone else, he will be a powerhouse in Salem as 
long as he chooses to be. 

32. Gary Conkling 

Lobbyist 
  
Conkling remains one of the most powerful and well-respected lobbyists in the state. 

33. Ken Allen 

Executive Director, Oregon AFSCME 
 
His blood may run green, but Allen is not afraid to take on his own union leadership in 
Washington, D.C., when it comes to presidential politics. He also serves as the Oregon AFL-
CIOÕs Executive Board vice president and was tapped by Gov. Ted Kulongoski to join the Port of 
Portland Commission. Certainly a man to know in Oregon politics.   

34. Mike Williams & Linda Love 

Democratic Donors 
  
This dynamic trial lawyer duo can play significant role in any Democratic campaign donor list.  

35. Jeff Mapes 

Oregonian Reporter 
  
As he watches political figures come and go, this reporter is usually the first on the political beat 
to nab a good story. 

36. Amy Langdon 

Republican Activist 
  
Former executive director for the Republican party, Langdon is now turning her sights on 
consulting. 
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37. Paul Romain 

Lobbyist 
  
Even after his non-reporting of the Hawaii mishap, he still maintains serious political status for the 
beer and wine distributors down in Salem. 

38. Bob Shiprack 

Executive Director, Oregon Building Trades Council 
  
A strong voice for union construction workers and contractors, he's not afraid to stand up to some 
of his more liberal comrades in the environmental community when it comes to garnering and 
protecting jobs for his members. 

39. Kari Chisholm 

Democratic Blogger 
  
Web developer and Democratic blogger, Chisholm is a great asset for his party by hosting the 
popular website BlueOregon.com.  He also hosts the favorite game of political hacks across the 
state, the Oregon Punditology. 

40. Russ Walker 

Vice Chair, Oregon Republican Party 
  
The conservative activist gives a bit more credibility to the ongoing conservative ballot measures 
that appear every few years.  

41. Kevin Looper 

Executive Director, Our Oregon 
  
A skilled political strategist, Looper receives direction from the collective efforts of the states most 
progressive organizations including unions, lawyers and liberal activists and then mobilizes the 
troops on the ground.  Looper is definitely one of the best campaigners in the state. 

42. Peter Bragdon 

Vice President/General Counsel, Columbia Sportswear 
  
Former chief of staff to the governor, Bragdon is now the gatekeeper to Columbia Sportswear's 
CEO, Tim Boyle. Bragdon is also key to any campaign finance committee. 



POLITICKEROR 2008 POWER LIST 

43. Alan Tresidder 

Lobbyist 
  
Tresidder is a respected lobbyist, political donor and considered one of the top political minds in 
the state. 

44. Debi Coleman 

Managing Partner, SmartForest Ventures 
  
Debi gets a call from every Democrat running for office.  She has money and she gives it out to 
candidates, but not after a grueling application process first. 

45. Trent Lutz 

Executive Director, Democratic Party of Oregon 
  
Former campaign manager for Rep. David Wu and top fundraiser for Governor Kulongoski, Lutz 
is quickly making a name for himself in prominent Democratic circles. 

46. Vance Day 

Chair, Oregon Republican Party 
  
Not as vocal as his activist predecessor, Day does what he can to keep the Oregon GOP from 
falling further into the black (or some might say blue) hole of non-existence. 

47. Beth Bernard 

Executive Director, Oregon Trial Lawyers Association 
  
When John Edwards was forming his Oregon campaign team a year ago, Bernard was one of the 
first names on his call list. Recently, she was successful in keeping two initiatives off the 
November ballot that targeted the livelihoods of her membership. 

48. Andrew Over 

Executive Director, Oregon Republican Party 
  
A ray of light in what seems to be a never-ending cloudy day for the Oregon GOP, Over took over 
management of the party when they needed it the most. Former deputy campaign manager to 
U.S. Sen. Gordon Smith, he is quickly becoming a key player in Republican politics. 
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49. John DiLorenzo, Jr. 

Lobbyist, Davis Wright Tremaine 
  
This veteran Republican lobbyist knows better than anyone how to protect his clients from those 
pesky tax increases. He continues to be a powerhouse in the Oregon lobby. 

50. Stacey Dycus 

Democratic Strategist 
  
Bringing some fresh blood to the consulting business, Dycus is a close confidant to Democratic 
moderates like state Sens. Ben Westlund and Rick Metsger. 
  


